Introduction
There may be many who consider that the emphasis which I place on recent work undertaken in Bombay unsound, for they will charge me with building up a theory on an edifice whose stability is by no means proven. I accept this charge, but I believe that the basis of this theory is logical, and proof will not be forthcoming until workers are willing to put as much time, care and patience into confirming Khanolkar's recent work as he himself has done. Others will say that leprologists have not, as yet, accepted these findings. My reply is that without the help of careful research workers in fields other than leprosy it is impossible to get a true picture of the disease. For too long leprosy has been in a compartment by itself, surrounded by an atmosphere of pity and even of sanctity, which has prevented it being viewed as an ordinary malady, the complete elucidation of which cannot be achieved without the help of scientists in all fields. Leprosy, therefore, must be studied in relation to disease processes as a whole. An explanation of related phenomena in other fields would add to our knowledge of this disease which has baffled mankind for many decades. Compassion and pity must be shown to those who are unfortunate enough to be chronically ill, but to select one disease as a particular manifestation of Divine disfavour is to distort the picture and hinder research. Disease is a manifestation of a disordered body and a disordered world, and every influence?mental, physical and spiritual?which enables a man to Achieve health must in these days of enlightenment be welcomed. 
